Tactile extinction on complex stimulation in normal children.
The Schwartz Quality Extinction Test was administered to 221 normal right-handed children aged 4 to 7 years to find out at what age their ability to perceive complex bimanual simultaneous stimuli stabilizes. Tactile extinction was present in some 4- and 5-yr.-old children and tended to disappear later. We found a significant difference in responses between 5- and 6-yr.-old children but no difference regarding side and sex at different ages. Among the principal theories regarding the pathogenesis of extinction, incomplete maturation of attentional mechanisms seems the one which better explains extinction in younger children.